 Frequently asked questions about Kashyap’s B35200 (Corporation Finance)

How does your course differ from other instructors?

The truth is that I am not completely sure.  We all cover roughly the same material, so I think that many of the differences come down to style.  I think that I probably put more emphasis on teaching you how to value companies than some of the other instructors.  For instance, all the cases I use involve valuation.  Some of the other instructors include cases on other topics too. I also suspect that more of my examples are international (because of my research interests related to Japan and Europe).

What have you changed since the last time you taught the course?

I updated several of the cases and updated the lecture notes.  The basic material for this class is pretty timeless.   
Why do you grade the cases?

Because I have experimented with both grading them and not grading them and when they are not graded people do not take them seriously.   The course is organized so that the cases really reinforce concepts.  If students do not work hard on the cases then they are not going to fully learn the material.  The 10 percent weight in the overall grade is enough to penalize people who shirk but not hurt people who make a sincere effort. 
Why can’t all the case write-ups be done in groups?

I require some individual effort for the same reason that I grade them in the first place.  Having a group where the members take turns doing the work undermines the learning.  I encourage you to discuss the cases, but I want everyone to have made a serious attempt on their own before any discussions start.  

Why don’t you give out solutions to the cases?

I (and other instructors) want to be able to use these cases in the future.  If the answers are distributed they will find there way into future students hands and ruin the cases.  I am very happy to go over the details of what I put up in class with you individually or in groups.  

Do I have to go to the review sessions?

No.  If you are following the lectures and understanding the homework, then do not bother with the reviews.  If you have questions, particularly on the homework, these sessions are designed to help.  

How should I study for the exams?

Start with the takeaway slides that are at the end of each lecture.  You absolutely need to understand these points.  You should then make sure you understand how we solved the major problems worked out in class.  Finally, you should do the homework.  If you can do all the homework problems too (including the case write-ups), then you will do well in the class.  If you do not do this you are going to have trouble.  The best way to check that you are ready is to take one of the exams from prior years that are posted on the course chalk web site.  

I missed class what should I do?

Review the lecture notes carefully and then try to do the homework.   If you can do the homework and follow the notes you should be fine.  You should make a point of also looking over the notes of someone who was in the lecture to make sure you find out what I stressed.  Similarly, be sure to see Alissa Aviles to pick up any handouts you might have missed.  

I missed an exam, can I reschedule it?

No.  It is very hard to write a fair exam and without large numbers of people taking an exam you cannot tell whether a makeup would be fair.  

Can I take the final early or late?

No.  I won’t have the exam written until the night before so there is no time to give it early.  Controlling information after the exams becomes hard and I don’t think it is fair to permit people to take it later.  If you cannot make it at the scheduled time find another section.  (If you do miss the final you will be given an incomplete that you can make up by taking the final in Spring quarter.)
Where is your office?

Campus office is HPC 529.   At Gleacher I grab the first office that I can find in the suite of faculty offices on the 4th floor.

Where are the questions for the cases?

They are posted in Canvas. 
Do I need to buy the book?

I realize it is expensive, but it is an excellent resource and you will be at a definite disadvantage if you cannot do the assigned reading.  I assign very little reading with the presumption that you will actually do it.
Why should I take this class?

Knowledge of this material is essential for anyone who hopes to run a business.  If you do not understand how to finance a company you are very likely to make poor management decisions.   For the students who are going to concentrate in finance this is the foundations course to help you get ready.         
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